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local branches of the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association to relay this information 
to the farmers. Specialists also supervise county inspectors who enforce the Weed Control Act 
and provide specialized advice to producers of horticultural crops in Ontario. 

The programs of the Veterinary Services Branch fall into the categories of service and 
regulation and are administered by three sections: the laboratory section, through six veterin
ary services laboratories, provides diagnostic, investigational, consultation and extension ser
vices to veterinarians and livestock and poultry producers, and also administers the Fur Farms 
Act; the meat inspection section administers the Meat Inspection Act which provides for meat 
inspection in slaughtering plants in Ontario that are not under federal inspection; and the 
regulatory and communicable diseases section administers the following Acts, policies and 
programs concerned with disease control, animal care, sale of livestock medicines, and animal 
health extension: the Brucellosis Act, the Pregnant Mare Urine Farms Act, the Riding Horse 
Establishments Act, the Livestock Community Sales Act, the Dead Animal Disposal Act, the 
Animals for Research Act, Veterinary Assistance Policy for Designated Areas, the Live Stock 
Medicines Act, Certified Herd Policy for Swine, Rabies Indemnification Program, Cattle and 
Swine Health Programs, Veterinary Extension, and Disease Reporting Programs. 

The Live Stock Branch supervises numerous livestock improvement programs, and ad
ministers the Artificial Insemination of Live Stock Act, the Beef Cattle Marketing Act, the 
Dog Licensing and Live Stock and Poultry Protection Act, the Hunter Damage Compensation 
Act, the Live Stock Branding Act, the Protection of Cattle Act, the Provincial Auctioneers 
Act, the Warble Fly Control Act and the Live Stock and Live Stock Products Act. Livestock 
improvement programs include dairy herd improvement; beef cattle, sheep and swine perfor
mance testing; bull and ram premium policies; the federal-provincial sheep transportation 
assistance policy; and northern Ontario livestock assistance. The Branch makes grants avail
able to regional livestock clubs that hold sales and livestock shows, and sponsors exhibits of 
livestock outside the province. A staff of livestock specialists is available to provide feeding 
and management advice to livestock producers. 

The Ontario Stock Yards Board, which operates under the federal Livestock and 
Livestock Products Act, was established to provide a marketing service for Ontario livestock 
producers and to protect their bargaining power. 

The Crop Insurance Commission of Ontario, a Branch of the Ministry, provides in
surance against weather, insect and disease damage to winter wheat, spring grain, hay, corn 
(both silage and grain), soya beans, white beans, tomatoes for processing, green peas for pro
cessing, sweet corn for processing, red beets, apples, peaches, grapes, sweet and sour cherries, 
pears, set onions, seed onions, coloured beans, new seeding and flue-cured tobacco. The total 
cost of administration is paid by the Ontario government and 50% of the premium is paid by 
the federal government. 
The Milk Commission of Ontario is an administrative tribunal to which dairy producers, pro
cessors and others may appeal. The Commission co-operates with the Ontario Milk Marketing 
Board and the Ontario Dairy Council in dairy policy planning and development. 

The Milk Industry Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food was established in 1973. 
It assumes responsibility for all regulative and administrative work under the Milk Act, the 
Oleomargarine Act, and the Edible Oil Products Act. The Branch also administers the milk 
quality, fluid milk, milk products, plant record audit and central milk testing programs. In
cluded in these programs are the operation of infra-red analyzing of milk for butterfat, protein 
and lactose, the licensing of processors and distributors, certification of butter and cheese 
makers, graders and testers as well as inspection of farm premises and plants. 

The Farm Products Inspection Branch promotes improved methods of disease control, 
grading, packaging, marketing, handling, storing and transporting Ontario farm produce. This 
is provided for under the Farm Products Grades and Sales Act and Regulations, the Plant Dis
eases Act, the Containers Act, the Abandoned Orchards Act, and the Seed Potatoes Act. 
Under the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Board, a branch of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food, 20 producer boards market 40 commodities with a total market value of approx
imately $600 million annually. 

The Ontario Food Council Branch has the broad responsibility of finding methods to bet
ter co-ordinate marketing of Ontario farm products in Ontario, other Canadian provinces and 
abroad. The Council includes representatives of producers, processors, wholesalers, distribu-


